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Dear WNSS Students and Caregivers,

This newsletter is designed to provide students and caregivers with important information and 
upcoming deadlines from the Guidance department. This may include logging community service 
hours, picking courses, information regarding graduation, and more. 

Splitting up student tasks over four years helps to alleviate some of the stresses that may come in 
grade twelve. This is simply a guide of tasks students should complete in each year to ensure all 
requirements for graduation are met. 

This newsletter will be emailed to all students and caregivers twice yearly, in September and February. 

Please also see the Guidance 2025/2026 Calendar. This will be updated throughout the year with other 
guidance related important dates. Please bookmark this link to refer back to it throughout the school 
year.

If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to reach out to a member of our team.

Booking an appointment with Guidance:
- Students can use the following LINK to book an appointment with one of our Guidance 

counsellor.
- There is a QR code available in our office (rm.109) to book as well

- Once students have booked an appointment they will be contacted by a counsellor via their 
school email, or will be paged out of their MSIP class.

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1i0pVFcmwwf3e-WTHmJVjAeYJt8Bp-QjNTqDxMs-OaEo/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSchao1ccvnW8n-g_5rYCoZ2bDsS_mFFBQWKotQgtSPNgtFGNA/viewform


Timeframe Task Student Expectations
How can caregivers get 

involved?

February 

Course Changes Book an appointment with 
guidance if you wish to change 
your courses for second 
semester.

Course Selection Following the grade assemblies 
(Feb 9th), use Xello to pick your 
courses for next year. 

D2L> External Tools> Xello> 
Course Planner

Encourage your student to 
submit courses by the deadline: 
February 20th, 2026.

Pop by the “Meet the Teacher” 
night on February 24th to chat 
with guidance if you are 
interested in supporting your 
student with course selections.

May Summer School 
Sign-Up

Register for summer school on 
the WNSS website. Look for the 
watermelon icon!

Monitor the website for 
registration to open. Usually in 
May.

June Log Volunteer Hours Make sure to log your hours from 
this past school year.

D2L >  External Tools > Hour 
Republic

Encourage your student to log 
their hours from the year. By 
the end of their grade 9 year, 
they should have 10 hours 
complete.

Dear Grade 9 Students and Caregivers,

Please read below some important information from the guidance department. The following chart outlines 
dates and tasks that are crucial to the success of semester 2 in your grade 9 year.

https://westniagara.dsbn.org/


Timeframe Task Student Expectations
How can caregivers get 

involved?

February

Course Changes Book an appointment with 
guidance if you wish to change 
your courses for second semester.

Course Selection Following the grade assemblies 
(Feb 9th), use Xello to pick your 
courses for next year. 

D2L> External Tools> Xello> 
Course Planner

Encourage your student to 
submit courses by the deadline: 
February 20th, 2026.

Pop by the “Meet the Teacher” 
night on February 24th to chat 
with guidance if you are 
interested in supporting your 
student with course selections.

May Summer School 
Sign-Up

Register for summer school on the 
WNSS website. Look for the 
watermelon icon!

Monitor the website for 
registration to open. Usually in 
May.

June Log Volunteer Hours Make sure to log your hours from 
this past school year.

D2L >  External Tools > Hour 
Republic

Encourage your student to log 
their hours from the year. By 
the end of their grade 10 year, 
they should have 20 hours 
complete.

Dear Grade 10 Students and Caregivers,

Please read below some important information from the guidance department. The following chart outlines 
dates and tasks that are crucial to the success of semester 2 in your grade 10 year.

https://westniagara.dsbn.org/


Timeframe Task Student Expectations
How can caregivers get 

involved?

February

Course Changes Book an appointment with 
guidance if you wish to change 
your courses for second semester.

Course Selection Following the grade assemblies 
(Feb 9th), use Xello to pick your 
courses for next year. 

D2L> External Tools> Xello> 
Course Planner

Encourage your student to 
submit courses by the deadline: 
February 20th, 2026.

Pop by the “Meet the Teacher” 
night on February 24th to chat 
with guidance if you are 
interested in supporting your 
student with course selections.

May Summer School 
Sign-Up

Register for summer school on the 
WNSS website. Look for the 
watermelon icon!

Monitor the website for 
registration to open. Usually in 
May.

June Log Volunteer 
Hours

Make sure to log your hours from 
this past school year.

D2L >  External Tools > Hour 
Republic

Encourage your student to log 
their hours from the year. By 
the end of their grade 11 year, 
they should have 30 hours 
complete.

Dear Grade 11 Students and Caregivers,

Please read below some important information from the guidance department. The following chart outlines 
dates and tasks that are crucial to the success of semester 2 in your grade 11 year.

https://westniagara.dsbn.org/


Timeframe Task Student Expectations
How can caregivers get 

involved?

February

Course Changes Book an appointment with 
guidance if you wish to change 
your courses for second semester.

Course Selection For those intending to come back 
for 12B, please speak with a VP to 
discuss. Then use Xello to pick 
your courses for next year. 

D2L> External Tools> Xello> 
Course Planner
*You will need to add another 
column in your course planner.

Encourage your student to 
submit courses by the deadline: 
February 20th, 2026.

April

Volunteer Hours/ 
Hour Republic

Log ALL hours into Hour Republic 
before May 2nd, otherwise this 
may jeopardize your ability to 
graduate. 

Encourage your student to log 
all hours in Hour Republic and 
submit the Opt-out form  as 
soon as possible.

*These tasks can/ should 
ideally be completed earlier 
than April.

Opt-Out Form Complete the Opt-Out form for 
e-learning and submit to Ms.Smith 
in Guidance.

WNSS Website> Opt Out form for 
E-learning (located on the 
right-hand side)

“What I Have 
Accomplished” 
Form

Complete the “What I Have 
Accomplished” form and submit to 
the dropbox in D2L to be 
considered for an award at 
graduation.

D2L> Grade 12 Only> Content> 
What I Have Accomplished

Dear Grade 12 Students and Caregivers,

Please read below some important information from the guidance department. The following chart outlines 
dates and tasks that are crucial to the success of semester 2 in your grade 12 year.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1704Hhmqg1irr0uencHOL0yNKg_LVIDuE/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=109660430474086496044&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1704Hhmqg1irr0uencHOL0yNKg_LVIDuE/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=109660430474086496044&rtpof=true&sd=true


Timeframe Task Student Expectations
How can caregivers get 

involved?

May

Accept College Offer For those planning to attend 
college in the fall, you must accept 
your offer by May 1st in your OCAS 
account.

OCAS

Encourage your student to 
accept their offer.

Submit ‘What I Have 
Accomplished”, 
E-Learning Opt-Out 
forms, and 
Community Hours… 
Final Reminder

This is a final reminder to:

Submit your “What I Have 
Accomplished” and submit to D2L.

Submit your Opt-Out form to the 
Guidance office (rm. 109)

Submit your 40 hours of 
community service to Hour 
Republic.

D2L> External Tools> Hour 
Republic

Remind your student to submit 
their hours and forms.

June

Accept University 
Offer

For those planning to attend 
university in the fall, you must 
accept your offer by June 1st in 
your OUAC account.

OUAC

Encourage your student to 
accept their offer.

Grad Assemblies Attend the mandatory Grad 
assemblies. Dates TBA and will be 
announced in D2L.

Encourage your student to 
check their D2L for assembly 
dates.

Graduation! Celebrate your accomplishments 
with friends and family!

Graduation Details

Celebrate with your student!

Grade 12 list continued….

https://authenticate.ocas.ca/auth/Account/Login?ReturnUrl=%2Fauth%2Fconnect%2Fauthorize%2Fcallback%3Fclient_id%3Dapplyapp.hybrid%26redirect_uri%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fapply.ontariocolleges.ca%252Fsignin-oidc%26response_type%3Dcode%2520id_token%26scope%3Dopenid%2520profile%2520email%2520roles%2520offline_access%2520apply_api%26response_mode%3Dform_post%26nonce%3D638816192086302280.NzUzZmM3OWUtNzkwMi00NjEwLTg2NjItYjMwZjE5MzU2ZDlkNzMxZWViYzItNjAwYy00ODFhLWIyYzktMDc0MzgzODM1ODRk%26ui_locales%3Den-CA%26acr_values%3DredirectUri%253Ahttps%253A%252F%252Fapply.ontariocolleges.ca%252F%253Flocale%253Den-CA%2526signup%253Dfalse%2520timestamp%253A1746022408%2520signup%253AFalse%26state%3DCfDJ8NmsU9GlAOtJvUNrx3iiXDRVgJnzmND52zz7L2dYrZ8TgnKeaJwJHFVtBRn5IkwAwX-9M8EyvVbYD_NGJZviVp_2BhLmpcpBiGaab8SFVWeujhvWB-L85v6GpUxsU5INz3acfRMQrEwCcsMTnV6GJ2W74Ue_1I6a6gCyYXerwhDowt_n6puz_LoxKAxqmH0pswJsdMbA_7w6kihhS3PHeNFBZ-FMFfBfPfMrY1-a0gfGTthDfQCHvneSNpREpGRzepYXyktj82wThMtDi4qyBDi5-iE12T-iBZQ7ej4gZtl6qStjeT67VKcZgIVChXxi1yiX60vur_YstmlhyUlVau4%26x-client-SKU%3DID_NET8_0%26x-client-ver%3D7.1.2.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1704Hhmqg1irr0uencHOL0yNKg_LVIDuE/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=109660430474086496044&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1704Hhmqg1irr0uencHOL0yNKg_LVIDuE/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=109660430474086496044&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://drive.google.com/file/d/15-jMNoPsaYzGLwiT-btMlTTcbftnbr5W/view?usp=sharing
https://www.ouac.on.ca/apply/dashboard/en_CA/user/login
https://westniagara.dsbn.org/guidance/graduation-info

