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School Council: October 28, 2025



Student Council Update
Welcome Amelia, Student Council President
● Upcoming Events 



Principal Update
School Focus: Building a Sense of Belonging
Student population: 1725

Co-creating school Community:
● School Events: Equity & Inclusion Lens  
● Getting to Know our Learners: 

Progress Reports 80% of learners PW
SSTW, Grade 9 Math, SSTC, Program Area Goals,
Teacher Reach Outs 

● Evaluation Dates Mid-term Nov 4 (term 1 ends) 
● Report Cards Distributed Nov 11 in parent portal 
● School Council Chair: Sharon Daciuk 



Principal Update
Literacy:
OSSLT: Fall OSSLT Dates: 

○ Wednesday, November 12
■ Grade 11/12 previously eligible students

○ Tuesday, November 18 and Wednesday, November 19 
■ Grade 10s
■ Late October: Grade 10 OSSLT assembly

Contact: Mr. B. Daniels & Mrs. L. Smithson 



Principal Update
Student Achievement 
Grade 9 Math EQAO
● Occurs in the semester of your math class
● For semester 1 math students: EQAO Snapshot - Wednesday, 

November 26
○ All Grade 9 students in math P1-3 will start at 8:05
○ All Grade 9 students in math P4-5 will start at 12:05
○ We use the snapshot data to guide our instruction and 

provided intentional support 

Contact: Ms. V Leng-Marini & Ms. Corbett 



Principal Update
Upcoming Dates: 
● Nov 3-7 National Skills Trades Week
● Nov 4- Lockdown Drill 12:30
● Nov 4- Term 1 Ends
● Nov 5 - TOKTW 
● Nov 11- Mid-term Reports Issued (Aspen Portal)
● November 17-19 - DELF
● Dec 22-Jan 2 Winter Break 
● Jan 21-18- Finals (FCA days & Exams)
● Feb 25-28 Anne of Green Gables Production  

Stay up to date by visiting the West Niagara Calendar: 
https://westniagara.dsbn.org/

https://westniagara.dsbn.org/


Guidance Section on School Website

Guidance Newsletter- Semester 1

Updates from Guidance:

Helpful Links

- Applications for Colleges and Universities are now open
- Students MUST use a personal email when applying
- “How-To” Guides were emailed home

- Students are encouraged to continue logging community hours in Hour 
Republic and checking their grade D2L for volunteer opportunities

- XELLO may show errors- please ignore (*this should be fixed by course 
selection time in the new year)

https://westniagara.dsbn.org/guidance/about-guidance
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1QZmDWhTLIpjbW7GQ-gpq4VPYPbZz0BAG5AJszrnMqSs/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.ontariocolleges.ca/en
https://www.ouac.on.ca/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Sagp4f2ND-Yaz1kn8zE-oaD4TMQv7Obn/view?usp=sharing


Specialist High 
Skills Major

What is an SHSM?
SHSM stands for Specialist High Skills Major which 

is an Ontario Ministry of Education sponsored 

program that allows students to focus their learning 

on a specific economic sector.

What does an SHSM do?
A SHSM enables students to gain sector-specific skills 

and knowledge in the context of engaging, career-

related learning environments and helps them focus on 

graduation and on pursuing their postsecondary goals.

Available SHSMs at WNSS:
✮ AGRICULTURE

✮ ARTS AND CULTURE

✮ CONSTRUCTION

✮ FOOD PROCESSING

✮ HEALTH AND WELLNESS

✮ HORTICULTURE AND LANDSCAPING

✮ HOSPITALITY AND TOURISM

✮ INFORMATION & COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY

✮ MANUFACTURING

✮ EDUCATION – NON-PROFIT

✮ SPORTS



Specialist High Skills Major
SHSM Program Requirements:
● A minimum of Four Major Credits  at the grade eleven and/or twelve within their 

area of specialization and 2-3 other credits. This is referred to as a credit "bundle".

● Six Certifications/Trainings  – 3 mandatory (First Aid, CPR, and WHMIS) and 
3 elective sector-related (all arranged and covered by the school).

● Two Cooperative Education ("Co-op") credits alongside the regular credit 
requirements for the OSSD.

● Reach ahead opportunities  to explore post-secondary options.

● Experiential learning activities  within the sector.

Links  – More Information:  WNSS SHSM    ✮   WNSS CO-OP    ✮   WNSS 
GUIDANCE  

https://westniagara.dsbn.org/academics/shsm
https://westniagara.dsbn.org/student-services/cooperative-education
https://westniagara.dsbn.org/guidance/about-guidance
https://westniagara.dsbn.org/guidance/about-guidance


How Do Students Get Involved?
● Speak with the SHSM Sector Lead Teacher

● Make a Guidance appointment

● Complete the registration request form

SHSM Questions?
● Contact Guidance

● Email: Carrie.Thwaites@dsbn.org

● Visit our website: WNSS SHSM

WNSS SHSM Sector Lead Teachers:
✮ AGRICULTURE

Mrs. Nikki Desmond

✮ Arts and Culture
Mrs. Bonnie Henderson

✮ Construction
Mr. Matt West

✮ Food Processing
Ms. Katie Primeau

✮ Health and Wellness
Mrs. Kelly Sueter

✮ Horticulture and Landscaping
Mrs. Nikki Desmond

✮ Hospitality and Tourism
Mr. Claudio Marchese

✮ Information/Communication Technology
Mrs. Carrie Thwaites and Mr. Mark Elgersma

✮ Manufacturing
Mr. Mark Klaric

✮ Education – Non-Profit
Mr. Greg Aloian and Mr. Anton Volcansek

✮ Sports
Mr. Pat Chiarello and Mrs. Kelly Sueter

Specialist High 
Skills Major

https://westniagara.dsbn.org/academics/shsm




School Website

● School Cash Online

● Aspen Family Portal

● Daily Announcements

● Staff Contacts

Helpful WNSS Links for Caregivers

https://westniagara.dsbn.org/
https://www.dsbn.org/schoolcash/
https://dsbn.myontarioedu.ca/aspen-login/?deploymentId=dsbnsis
https://westniagara.dsbn.org/events/morning-announcements
https://westniagara.dsbn.org/home/staff-contacts


Next school Council meeting

Wednesday November 19th 
6-7 pm in the Library

Topic: Cooperative Learning Opportunities



Thank you


